
RELIABLE & EXPERIENCED 

ADVOCATES   

Jennifer Walker Gates 

A native Texan, Jennifer has been practicing 

exclusively immigration law since 2005. Jennifer 

has extensive experience working with 

individuals who have been victims of 

persecution and crime and she has successfully 

argued cases before USCIS, EOIR, the Board of 

Immigration Appeals, and most recently before 

the U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. Jose Chito  Vela III 
With graduate degrees in law and public policy, 

Chito worked for Texas government as general 

counsel for a State Representative before 

beginning his solo legal practice. Chito has vast 

experience in both civil and criminal defense 

that informs his work in immigration 

proceedings.  

Susannah Volpe  

Having begun her career in the non-profit 

sector, Susannah has been practicing 

immigration law since 2011 and has developed 

expertise in working with juveniles in 

immigration proceedings. She has also 

successfully counseled numerous clients and 

colleagues concerning the impact of criminal 

convictions on immigration proceedings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Walker Gates Vela offers 

defense attorneys and 

their clients in-person 

consultations and 

written legal analysis in 

support of the criminal 

defense strategy. Fees 

vary according to 

complexity and services 

required. Call or email 

for an estimate. 

 

 

 

AUSTIN: 
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512-633-1785 

 

CORPUS CHRISTI: 

6262 Weber Road  

Corpus Christi, Texas 78413 

361-356-4502 

 

FAX: 512-615-3366 

info@walkergatesvela.com 

 

www.walkergatesvela.com  

 

Crimmigration: 

Pitfalls & Triumphs 

 

Immigration Law Insight for 

Criminal Defenders 

 

mailto:info@walkergatesvela.com
http://www.walkergatesvela.com/


“We hire Walker Gates Vela on all of 

our criminal cases with immigration 

consequences.” 

Rob Buford, Buford & Gonzalez, 

Austin, Texas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DESCAMPS: REDEFINING DIVISIBLE 

AND NON-DIVISIBLE STATUTES 

Criminal defenders are familiar with the disjunctive 

language in many Texas statutes. While in many 

contexts this language may be an opening for sentence 

enhancements and other punitive results, it may 

actually ork to a defe da t’s ad a tage i  i igratio  
cases.   

Descamps v. U.S., No.11-9540 (June 20, 2013), is the 

recent Supreme Court case that changed the way in 

which divisible statutes are defined for immigration 

purposes.  Descamps held that the odified 
categorical approach,  the statutory a alysis that allo s 
the immigration factfinder to go beyond the record of 

conviction, no longer applies to statutes that contain a 

single indivisible set of elements, even when these 

elements are listed in the disjunctive.  

TEXAS PENAL CODE 

Sec. §22.01.  ASSAULT. 

(a)  A person commits an offense if the person: 

1. intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly 

causes bodily injury to another, including 

the person's spouse;  

** No longer a divisible statute** 

 

Walker Gates Vela can help you determine what now 

constitutes an indivisible statute and how to best 

protect your client, ensuring that your advocacy 

helps your client gain the best possible immigration 

outcome after his criminal case is concluded. 

 

 

 

 

 

  AVOIDING PITFALLS AND ACHIEVING 

SUCCESS: A CLIENT STORY  

To the criminal defender unaware of 
immigration law, the priority is to normalize her client s life as quickly as possible. A 
reduction in jail time, ensuring speedy 
reunification with family, work and home, is 
often desirable. However, the immigration 
consequences of plea with little or no jail 
sentence may be much longer lasting.  

A client success story:  Charge & Offer:   Tex. Penal Code 

37.10(4) possesses, sells, or offers to sell a governmental 

record or a blank governmental record form with intent 

that it be used unlawfully;  State Jail Felony, probated for 2 

years.   Plea after WGV crimmigration analysis:  Tex. 

Penal Code 37.10(1) knowingly makes a false entry in, or 

false alteration of, a governmental record;  Class A 

misdemeanor, 60 days state jail.   

 Immigration Impact: A charge for a non-waivable crime 

of moral turpitude with devastating immigration 

consequences became a conviction whose only 

immigration-related significance is a negative impact on 

discretion. Despite time spent in jail, your client remains 

eligible to apply to remain in the United States.    

Our advocacy has helped dozens of criminal 
defenders assist clients in making more 
informed choices, allowing immigrant 
defendants to stay in the country they now call 
home.    

 

GOING BEYOND PADILLA 

In 2010, the Supreme Court decided 

Padilla v. Commonwealth of Kentucky, 

which changed the standard for effective 

assistance of criminal defense counsel 

when advising non-citizens regarding the 

consequences of criminal charges. 

 

“Held: Because counsel must inform a client 
whether his plea carries a risk of 
deportation, Padilla has sufficiently alleged 
that his counsel was constitutionally 
deficient.” 
Padilla v. Kentucky, 559 U.S. 356 (2010)  
 

Immigration law is complex and 

convictions can affect not only 

deportability, but also eligibility for other 

immigration benefits. Walker Gates Vela 

can help you determine the best option 

for your client to minimize potential 

immigration consequences of criminal 

pleas. Further, we will work to ensure that 

your cases are not overturned based on 

insufficient immigration advice and help 

you avoid grievances and allegations of 

ineffective assistance.  

 Don t let the complexity of immigration 
law prevent you from being the best 

advocate you can be for a client.   

 

 

Walker Gates Vela has helped e get great 
results for immigrant clients. Highly 

reco e ded.  

Perry Minton, Minton Burton Basset & Collins, 

Austin, Texas 


